
BW37 - Economic Seminar:

What Economics Teaches Us About History...

Neither the life of an individual
nor the history of a society
can be understood
without understanding both.

C. Wright Mills

1 Motivation

This seminar is meant to discuss recent, cutting-edge research in the area of applied
microeconometrics. In particular, this is a topics course on research papers which empiri-
cally exploit historical case studies to understand various (socio-)economic mechanisms in
the area of political economy, media economics or behavioral economics. Research ques-
tions cover a wide variety of centuries and economic circumstances and range from the
economic impact of Stasi surveillance in the former GDR on socio-economic behaviour
today over strategic use of media during World War II to the impact of air pollution
during the London smog 1952 on human health outcomes even decades after the event.

Hence, this seminar should serve two main issues: First, students should engage in
studying recent literature in an interesting research field with settings decades or centuries
ago. Second, the research at hand is purely of empirical nature, so that students shall
improve their knowledge on how econometric research is conducted and which challenges
are typically faced by reseachers.

2 Structure

Module Structure: This seminar is part of the module BW37. The module is fully
accomplished after the completion of two seminars. Whether students take seminars in
the same semester or stretch participation over two different semesters is up to them.
More information are available in the module description which can be found on the
department website.1

Seminar Structure. This seminar consists of three parts:

� First, we give an introductory session on October 28, 2021 from 10 to 11:30 am,
which will be held in online on WebEx (Link will follow). Students should attend
this session to get a first introduction into the topic and to hear a motivation for
the relevance of the research discussed in this seminar.

1https://www.wiwi.hhu.de/fileadmin/redaktion/Fakultaeten/Wirtschaftswissenschaftlic

he Fakultaet/Dekanat/Pruefungsausschuss/Modulbeschreibungen/Modulbeschreibungen BA/BW

37-VWL-Seminar.pdf
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� The main examination (”Prüfungsleistung”) then consists of the two remaining
parts of the seminar. Students choose a topic from the list of questions supplied at
the end of this syllabus and prepare a presentation and a term paper.

� The presentation will be held on January 20, 2021 from 10 am on (length depends
on the number of participants) online on WebEx and should give every student the
chance to present her or his main research paper to all other students participating.
It should get clear what the main findings of the paper are and what the context
is in which the paper tries to study a certain topic. The presentation should be
approximately 20-25 minutes.2

The seminar paper then discusses the main research paper at hand for each topic
and tries to elaborate on the research done: For example, students should think about
what the historic research tells us for today’s economics or whether the empirical settings
analyzed are generalizable at all. The seminar paper’s length is expected to lie between
10-15 pages. It is due at March 15, 2022. The presentation accounts for 30% of the
grade while the seminar paper contributes 70% to it. In preparation for the presentation
and the seminar papers, students are invited to contact us to discuss challenges and issues.

Language: While this seminar is preferably held in English, students are free to prepare
their talk and seminar paper in German as well. English participation is encouraged and
acknowledged though.

Prerequisites: This course exclusively discusses empirical research. Hence, understand-
ing the research at hand may be easier with basic knowledge in econometrics, though is
definitely not an exclusion criterion.

3 Topics

All topics have one or two main research papers. Students should discuss only one paper
in the research talk though might address both related papers in their seminar paper
jointly. All papers named are available via the WiFi on campus or else via VPN from
anywhere.3

21st Century

� Government Cuts of Transfer Expenditures and Its Impact on Brexit: Fetzer (2019)

20th Century

� The Role of Radio During the Nazi Regime: Adena et al. (2015) and Gagliarducci
et al. (2020)

� Economic Repression, Language and National Identiy: Dehdari and Gehring (2021)

� Exposure to the Western World and Political Behavior in the GDR: Martienz et al.
(2021) and Hornuf et al. (2020)

2This time guideline might be changed depending on the number of participants.
3More information on the VPN use: https://www.zim.hhu.de/servicekatalog/netze/vpn.
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� Persistent Health Effects of Air Pollution - The London Smog: Ball (2018)

� Chernobyl, Exposure to Radiation and Performance Effects: Elsner and Wozny
(2018)

� Child Evacuation in World War II and Schooling Outcomes: Santavirta (2012)

� Espionage and Surveillance in the GDR: Glitz and Meyersson (2020) and Lichter
et al. (2021)

Medieval Age

� Black Death and Persistent Anti-Semitism: Voigtlaender and Voth (2012)

� Religious Confession and Economic Output: Becker and Woessmann (2009) and
Cantoni (2014)

� Royal Families, Relations Across Europe and Conflicts: Benzell and Cooke (2021)

Industrial Revolution

� City Structure’s Persistent Effects on Segregation: Heblich et al. (2021)

Roman Empire

� Roman Empire and Remaining Effects on (Socio-)Economics: Fritsch et al. (2020)

4 Organizers

Prof. Dr. Justus Haucap
W. Benedikt Schmal, MSc (schmal@dice.hhu.de)
Kai Fischer, BSc (fischer@dice.hhu.de)
All questions should be sent to Benedikt and Kai.
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