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Economic Aspects of Borders and Migration 

This seminar addresses different aspects of migration and explores the topic in various 

contexts.  

In this seminar, participants will work interactively on several papers. For a module examination, a term 

paper of approximately 12-15 pages must be written based on one of the topics tackled in class. 

Language: English 

Target group: Advanced students from the B.Sc. Economics/Business Administration or B.A. PPE. 

Examination: Participants will read the paper of that week, and will prepare a reading protocol (starting 

from 27.10). Every week, one participant will be chosen to start the discussion on the relevant paper, 

and everyone else is expected to contribute to the discussion. A maximum of 3 classes can be skipped. 

Appointments: 

• Monday 16:30-18:00, Weekly. Gebäude 24.21 / 2421.U1.84

• Start: 20.10. with an introduction and discussion of the first paper. From 27.10.2025, the reading 
protocol will be required.

Schedule: 

13.10.2025 – 

20.10.2025 – Introduction + Theory: A Basic Model of Migration 

Dustmann and Preston (2019) 

27.10.2025 – Theory: Extensions of the Basic Model 

Dustmann and Preston (2019) 

03.11.2025 – Empirics: Which Lens Does the Empiricist Use? 

Dustmann et al. (2016) 

10.11.2025 – Topic: Labor Migration and the Effects on the Labor Market — Example Germany 

Dustmann et al. (2017) 

17.11.2025 – Topic: Labor Migration and the Effects on the Labor Market — Example Switzerland 

Beerli et al. (2021) 

24.11.2025 – Topic: Long-Term Local Effects of Large Migration Movements — Example Germany after 1945 

Schumann (2014) 

01.12.2025 – Topic: The Role of Migration in Local Industry Structure — Example USA 

Ottinger (2020) 

08.12.2025 – Topic: Effects of Emigration on the Domestic Economy — Example Italy 



Anelli et al. (2023) 

 

15.12.2025 – Topic: Selection Effects of Migrants and the Impact on Home Regions — Example Scandinavian Countries 

Beck Knudsen (2021) 

 

05.01.2026 – Topic: Migration and the Spread of Democracy — Example Moldova 

Barsbai et al. (2017) 

 

12.01.2026 – Topic: Displacement and the Long-Term Impact on Educational Investment — Example Poland 

Becker et al. (2020) 

 

19.01.2026 – Topic: Border Demarcations and Long-Term Consequences — Example African Continent 

Michalopoulos and Papaioannou (2016) 

 

26.01.2026 – FAQ for Term Papers 


